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"Yesterday we completed the operation in the Straits,
beating off the squadron, and we reached Algeciras with
a convoy of five ships with supplies and troops, accompanied
by air and naval action, a gunboat, the Dato, a torpedo boat,
the 19, and a Uad. The action in the air was admirable and
effective, clearing the way for us. But when we reached
English waters a destroyer, which was pursued by aero-
planes, delayed our passage. The destroyer landed 18 dead
and 28 seriously wounded at Gibraltar, the work of our
hydroplanes. We succeeded in persuading the governor of
Gibraltar to make them take to sea. Other ships of the squadron
arrived, but they were put to flight by our aeroplanes which
made many direct hits. The destroyer Lazaga went to the
aid of the enemy ships. The rest were routed. There was
another attempt to attack us, and the gunboat Dafo put
the enemy to flight. The squadron had many casualties,
with many dead and wounded. On our part we did not
have a single casualty nor was there any damage done to our
supplies. In the landing, the gunboat Dato, the torpedo boat
195 the Uad-K. R.y and the H, participated brilliantly. They
fought with great enthusiasm -and effectiveness, as did also
the navy hydroplanes, which made many direct hits on the
destroyers, all of them effective. Long live the Spanish
Navy!"
Other convoys were to follow this one which had crossed
the Straits with such singular good fortune. The crossing
at Gibraltar was in the hands of the Nationalists. The Red
squadron was now no more than a handful of useless ships,
hidden, like dragons without claws or teeth, in the caves
of the Mediterranean,
A few days later General Franco crossed also, along with
his troops, which, organized in columns, began the conquest
of Estremadura (south-western Spain), and began to open
the way to Madrid.